Ch.-l]                 Concept of Chastity and A dultery                      29

condemned as a moral offence.90 Sota 46 states that not all a man's
virtues would save him from Gehenna (Hell) if he committed adultery.
In the year 135 A.D. at the crisis of the disastrous revolt against
Hadrian, a meeting was held at Lydda. The meeting was attended
by several famous rabbis including Akiba and the question was
discussed as to the extent of conformity with Roman demand which
might justifiably be met rather than face the alternative of death. It
was decided that every Jew must surrender his life rather than
commit any of the three offences, idolatry, murder or gillui arayoth.
This latter phrase includes both adultery and incest.91

The Jewish religious Code of conduct called the 'Decalogue'
(Ten Commandments) contains a commandment which aims at
personal purity enjoining the individual not to commit adultery. It
says : Thou shalt not commit adultery.92 This commandment is
rooted in the belief that God is Holy and all who worship him must
be holy. Sexual immorality is considered an offence against the
purity and holiness of God. For example, when Joseph, the eleventh
son of Jacob, living in exile in Egypt had to resist the temptations
and overtures of lust for the reason that yielding to them was

considered a sin against God. He said, *......how then can I do

this great wickedness, and sin against God?'93

The punishment for adultery was varied at different periods
in Jewish life. Stoning the adulterer to death was not prescribed
except where a betrothed virgin had intercourse with a man other
than her fianced husband. Later the punishment for adultery was
modified. The woman guilty of adultery was divorced and she lost
all her rights under marriage settlement. The adulterer if a man was
scourged. Deuteronomy (22:13-30) contains certain laws
concerning sexual matters. Verses 13-21 relate to unfaithfulness in
a bride. If a husband brings a charge against his wife, which is
proved to be false, then he is to be whipped, fined, and must never
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